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From the PrincipalOs Desk

The Floyd Dryden/Napakiak, Floyd Dryden/Akiak and Floyd
Dryden/Buckland Student Exchange Programs
A RURE/Alaska Humanities Forum Opportunity

For the fifth consecutive year, Floyd Dryden’s 7™ grade students, parents
and staff have had, or will have, an outstanding learning opportunity
thanks to the Rose Urban Rural Exchange (RURE) grant. I am very
pleased to share that again this year we have three sister schools, which

InsideE

¥ Tom Milliron, allows all three Floyd Dryden seventh-grade teams to particiEating in the
Principal RURE program and this wonderful experience. All of our 7 grade
¥ Spelling Bee students participate in the classroom component of the program, and five
¥ Cell phone policy students from each team will actually travel to their partner rural school.
¥ Yearbooks Teachers accompany our students on their weeklong trip to Napakiak
¥ PTO/ Site Council (teacher Rebecca Farrell), Akiak (teacher Adriana Rodriguez) and
¥ Orchestra Festival Buckland (teacher Pam Morris). The three communities are Alaska
¥ India Studies Native villages of about 300 people located in the interior of Alaska.
¥ SBA Testing Our students travel on Alaska Airlines to Bethel, then on small planes to
¥ Battle of the Books the villages. As happened the last four years, students are sure to learn a
¥  Wrestling lot about the differences and similarities between living in rural and
¥ Dance Team urban Alaska! They’ll be sharing their experience in Napakiak, Akiak
¥ Basketball and Buckland through a multi-media presentation later in the year.
¥ 8" Grade Dance
In addition, Dryden will be hosting five students from Napakiak, five students from
Akiak, and five students from Buckland for a week. The students will attend classes at
Floyd Dryden and will explore Juneau. They have plans to visit the hospital, the police
< station, the legislature, the museum, Eaglecrest, and the Mendenhall Glacier. Senator
AttachmentsE

Kim Elton has again invited our students to bring their guests to the Capitol during a
Senate session. We look forward to welcoming our partner schools’ visitors to our

¥ New Immunization school and to our community.

Rtgqulrements .. Many thanks to the Rose Urban Rural Exchange (RURE) and the Alaska
¥ 87 Grade Transition Humanities Forum for making this exciting and experiential learning
to JDHS/TMH§ opportunity available to our students. RURE is funded by a grant
¥ ANEP (Nation’s through the U.S. Department of Education. Their support makes this
Report Card)

whole experience possible for our 7™ grade students, and it’s free to our
Floyd Dryden, Napakiak, Akiak and Buckland students and families!
We are especially grateful to Donna Elliott, a RURE/Alaska Humanities
Forum Coordinator, who has helped organize and coordinate the
experience.



Parent volunteers are

needed to plan and host
the 2009 Eight Grade
Dance.

Come to the next meeting
Friday,
March 6", at 6:00 pm in the
Mendenhall Library.

This is an annual event that our
students look forward to
Throughout their time at Floyd
Dryden.

This event cannot happen
without your help!

For more information contact
Cher1 at
scarycheri70@yahoo.com
to get on the committee email
list
or contact Denise at 321-3533.

Awesome Readers!

Congratulations to Veronica Bunesss, Becky
Erickson and Marina McDowell who won the 7/8
trophy at the Juneau School District Battle of the
Books competition. Our Eagles' Team competed at
the state level on February 24 via teleconference.
They took over Mr. Milliron's office for the day and
aimed for the state trophy one question at a time
with pizza for brain food (Thanks Mr. Milliron!).

The team placed 13" out of 33 teams statewide.
Way to go Dryden!

Poetry

The 7th grade Wolf Team spent much of the month of
December studying and writing poetry.

Students created many creative and wonderful poems,
so as a result, Mrs. Noon and Mr. Estes submitted
several students’ poems to the Poetry Omnibus and
Poetry on Wheels poetry contest here in Juneau.
Happily, we just received notice that three Wolf Team
students were announced as winners in the youth
category (grades 5- 12). We’d like to congratulate
George Grummett, Ryan Lee, and Bradley Peterson
for their winning poems. They will recite their poems,
along with other community poetry winners, on March
14th at 7 p.m. in the downtown library. We encourage
you to come down and support these students and their
hard work. Their poems will also be posted inside
Capital Transit System buses in mid-March.
Congratulations George, Ryan, and Bradley!

2008/09 Yearbooks

Yearbooks are on sale for $30.00. You can purchase
them online at shopjostens.com; at the school office
or from Mrs. Sleppy before or after school in room
100.



PTO and Site Councill

The Floyd Dryden PTO and Site Council meet the
first Monday of each month unless it falls on a
holiday, in which case the meeting will
automatically move to the following Tuesday.
The Site Council meets from 5:00 — 6:00 pm
followed by the PTO from 6:00 — 7:00 pm.

Please plan to join us at our next meeting on
Monday, February 2nd.

JDHS Dance Clinic

Juneau Douglas High School Dance Team is
hosting their annual dance clinic on Saturday,
March 21% at JDHS. 4™ grade through High
School register at 12:15 pm and the clinic ends
with a parent show from 4:00 — 4:45 pm.

Participants will learn a fun hip-hop routine, will
receive a clinic t-shirt and certificate. Alight
snack is also included.

The cost is $40.00. Registration is available at
JDHS on the day of the clinic only. For more
information visit the team’s website at
www.jdhsdance.com

Readers' CafZ

Ah, the luxury of time and space to sit and
read. On Friday afternoon, March 6, the
Dryden library will provide the space and the
refreshments for students, staff and family
members to enjoy a Readers' Cafe. The
cafe will be open from 3 to 4:15 and all
readers are welcome. Join us!

Standardized Testing on
April 8", 14" 158" & 16"

Please Mark Calendars!!

While our Standards Based Assessment (SBA) is over
two months away, please be sure to mark your calendars
now. It is very important to plan family schedules that
ensure your daughter or son is in school and ready to
test during the testing days. Our SBA tests (Reading,
Writing and Math) for all middle school grades will
be during the week of April 13tH". The 8" grade
Science SBA will be on April 8. Additional
information and testing tips will be in next month’s
newsletter.

Thank you!

Two new titles have been added to the Dryden Library
collection thanks to the generosity of the Capital City
Republican WomeriThey donated The Lincolns: A
Scrapbook Look at Abraham and Mary by Candace
Fleming and Abraham Lincoln : The Writer edited by
Harold Holzer. The two books were given in
recognition of the 200th birthday of Abraham Lincoln
and the FD students and staff are most grateful!
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Southeast Wrestling Tournament

The Dryden Eagles took third place out of 14 teams at
the Southeast Wrestling Tournament, narrowly
missing second place by 5 points!

Champions:

Demetrius Campos — 105
Nick Swigger — 160
Tyler West — 174

Gary Speck — Hwt

2™ Place:
Trevor Pfaff — 140
Troy Holden — 160

3" Place:
Dartana Campos — 100

4™ Place:
Riley Moser — 90
Jacob Hamilton — 115

Way to go Eagles!

SAGA Winter Jamboree

There is a Winter Jamboree on March 21st from 10am-
S5pm. Itis a FREE all day event with lots of family
friendly activities and winter games and sports.

During Spring Break we will also have two sessions of
Adventure Winter Camp. One for ages 7-12 and another
for ages 13-17. There will be snowshoeing, snow
shelter building, sledding and lots of games and other
activities. It is an overnight camp and scholarship
applications are available through the CBJ Parks and
Recreation.

The Random Acts of Kindness Program
By: Kit Cummins

The Random Acts of Kindness program is a
new program our school is using. Sam Kurland
(a student council representative) planned the
program and was approved by the student
council, and later the school staff. Much of the
staff is excited to use the new program. “It is a
great way to reward something that is not
normally rewarded, ” said Mrs. Davis. The
Random Acts of Kindness program encourages
students to be nicer to their peers.

The way the program works is if a staff
member sees a student helping or showing
kindness to another student, they write down
the students name on a slip, and it is used in a
drawing on the next Monday. The slip that is
pulled out of a bucket gets a prize. The
Random Acts of Kindness program will
promote kindness between students, and make
our school more pleasant.

Food Services New This Year

This year the Juneau School District is
implementing a new school lunch program,
offered by NANA Management Services.
Unlike previous years, students will be able to
choose from two lunch options and from
choices at a salad bar at each school. Parents
will not be required to pre-order lunches
and meals will also be cheapebonly $3 per
lunch, including milk. For information on the
program and for applications to qualify for free
or reduced lunch fees, please contact our new
Food Services manager Adrianne Schwartz at
907-780-1414 or the Food Services
Adminstrative Assistant at 907-780-1412.




JUNEAU SCHOOL DISTRICT
CITY & BOROUGH OF JUNEAU

10014 Crazy Horse Drive ¥ Juneau, Alaska 99801 X (907) 523-1700

March 3, 2009

RE: Parent Notification Letter: 2009 Association of Alaska School Boards School Climate and
Connectedness Survey

Dear Floyd Dryden Parents and Guardians,

Once again this year, I am pleased to let you know that the Juneau School District is partnering with the
Association of Alaska School Boards (AASB) to conduct a secondary schools survey of our students and
staff that measures school climate. The Floyd Dryden staff and I gained great insight from last year’s School
Climate and Connectedness Survey that allowed us to build on areas of strengths and focus on promoting
growth in all areas that impact school climate. While overall our students indicated a good rating of
“connectedness” to their school and teachers last year when compared to other secondary schools in Alaska,
my expectation is we will see even better results this year.

Floyd Dryden students will complete this year’s survey on March 17th. The survey measures student and
staff perceptions of school climate, how peers treat each other, observations of student behavior at school,
and connections between school and the community. Positive school climate and student connectedness are
associated with improved academic achievement and reduced risk behaviors.

The survey is voluntary, anonymous, confidential, and does not ask questions about students’ families or
students’ private lives. A copy of the survey and a brochure describing its benefits to our school and district
are available at both my office and the district office. Please stop by if you wish to review them. If you have
any questions about the survey or do not think you want your son or daughter to take the survey, please
contact me at 463-1850. Thank you!

Sincerely,

Tom Milliron
Floyd Dryden Middle School Principal
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FLOYD DRYDEN
MIDDLE SCHOOL

MAILING ADDRESS:
10014 Crazy Horse Dr.
Juneau, AK 99801

PHONE:
(907) 463-1850

FAX:
(907) 463-1828

E-MAIL
Principal
millirot@jsd.k12.ak.us

Vice Principal
kookeshj@jsd.k12.ak.us

We’re on the Web!

See us at:
www.jsd.k12.ak.us
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Floyd Dryden Middle School
Event Calendar for

February 2009

February 2 Site Council Meeting @5:00 pm - library

PTO Meeting @ 6:00 pm - library
February 3 -5 Terra Nova Testing for 7" grade students
February 5 Wrestling Match #3 FDMS vs. DHMS @ DHMS
February 6 Terra Nova Testing Make Up Day for 7" grade
February 10 District Spelling Bee @ DHMS @ 5:00 pm
February 11 NAEP Assessment for 8" grade
February 13 & 14 Middle School Wrestling Tournament (@ FDMS
February 16 In-service Day — No school
February 23 Volleyball Season Begins
February 24 & 25 ELLP Assessment
February 27 Weekender sponsored by the Student Council
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