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The following is a “blast from the 
past” that I thought would be 
timely to repeat as Spring 
weather is upon us. I am also 
including a copy of our dress
code in this newsletter for your 
use as a reminder to our kids. 
Thank you for the great support!

Too Many Belly Buttons 
or…Student Decorum: 
One Piece of the
Puzzle!

Recently it seems that I have 
seen more boys’ underwear in 
school than would be viewed on 
a leisure stroll through the 
clothing section of Fred
Meyers during the holiday 
season. The propensity for some 
guys to hike their underwear up 
to their shoulders and wear their 
size 60 waistband pants low 
enough to trip has the potential 
to result in colorful, but “PG” 
rated, hallways. Please join your 
staff and me in promoting our 
boys’ awareness of the difference 
between a waistline and a hip 
socket. I am going to work on
getting it in the science core 
curriculum. In an effort to derail 
cries of gender bias, I will now 
turn my sights on the “fairer” of 
the two. Jeepers! I haven’t seen 
this many navels since I walked

through the maternity nursery of 
a large, metropolitan hospital. 
The midriff is “driffing” in the 
wrong direction. We are 
reminding our young ladies that
Floyd Dryden is not the old 
Baywatch set. String straps, tank 
tops, short skirts, or any tops 
displaying midriff should be 
immediately shipped back to
sunny California. Please join your 
staff and me in promoting our 
girls’ awareness of the difference 
between Alaska and California. I 
am going to work on getting it in 
the geography core curriculum.
Student decorum is not the star 
of school academic atmosphere, 
but it does play a strong 
supporting role. Hoods and hats 
are for keeping a head warm
outside, not for peering out from 
during class! Does that mean 
hoods significantly impact the 
academic achievement of a 
middle school student? I don’t 
think so, but it is a dissertation 
just waiting to be done! It’s not 
like we are telling our kids that 
they can’t wear bellbottoms to 
school. How come I wasn’t 
allowed to wear bellbottoms to 
school in 1970, anyway? Was 
there a danger of floating away if 
they collected too much air 
when walking? I mean it’s not l

I was showing the fuzz in my 
bellybutton or wearing pants
so low I walked like a three-
legged race contestant! Please 
join your staff and me as we 
continue to support bellbottoms 
and work to maintain our “G“
rating at Floyd Dryden Middle 
School. I am going to work on 
getting it in our vision statement.

Bike Safety

Students please be reminded 
that you should be wearing a 
bike helmet and use the 
crosswalk to cross the street. 
Also, be reminded that a good 
padlock will keep your bike safe 
here at school during the school 
day. Be safe out there on your 
way to school.

End of Year Attendance

If your student will not be 
attending school through
the last day of school on June 
3rd, please notify Lori
in attendance at 463-1850.

From the Desk of the Principal

FLOYD DRYDEN 
EAGLE GAZETTE



Library Books Are Due!

Hey my dear, it's that time of 
year, when library books are due 
we hear. 
Day in, day out Pat McLear will 
shout: "Bring back you 
magazines, books or tapes 
whatever they're about. 
Search your locker, your 
backpack, your room.
Get that stuff back here soon!

School Lunch Accounts

All lunch accounts with an 
outstanding balance must be paid  
in full before the end of he 
school year.  Contact Lori if you 
are not receiving a weekly email 
alerting you of the balance on 
your child’s lunch account.  All 
2nd meals are $3.00 CASH. 2nd 
meals cannot be charged to your 
child’s account regardless of how 
much money is in there. The only 
exception is if a letter is brought 
in from a parent saying a 2nd 
meal can be charged to their 
child’s account.  Any questions 
please call Lori at 463-1850

Yearbooks

Yearbooks will be handed out 
the afternoon of June 2nd. 
Yearbooks can be purchased 
until supplies run out, the cost is 
$36.00. Don’t miss out!

Dryden Library Evening

The Dryden library is open on 
Thursday evenings from 6:00 to 
7:30.  Come work on 
homework, check out a book 
and enjoy a quite evening.  Please 
use the back door to the library.

PTO and Site Council
Host:
Transition to High School

The PTO and Site Council 
generally meet the first Monday 
of each month, with Site Council 
beginning at 5:00, followed by 
PTO at 6:00.  If the first Monday 
of the month falls on a holiday, 
the meetings will automatically 
move to Tuesday.   All are 
welcome to attend.

FDTV News

The morning announcements 
are broadcast each weekday on 
channel 6, at 8:30; 10:30; 12:30; 
and 5:30.  You can also watch 
them on the Floyd Dryden web 
site http://www.k12pages.com/
fdms/

Dryden Shirts

Whether your child is 
promoting from elementary
school or middle school, Floyd 
Dryden t-shirts and sweatshirts 

make a great parting or 
welcoming gift.  For more 
information, contact the school 
office at 463-1850.

2009/10 School Pictures

School pictures for the 2010/11 
school year are scheduled for 
the morning of  Wednesday,
September 8th, 2010. More 
information will be available at 
the beginning of the school year.

Thank You!

On behalf of the FD students 
and staff I would like to send out 
a major "Thank you!" to Joan 
Gianotti and Peg Orren for 
volunteering their time and 
energies to the Dryden Library.  
Both of these very busy women 
have helped make the load 
lighter and I am most 
appreciative.  The Orren Family 
is soon to leave Juneau for their 
next adventure and they will be 
missed.  Best of luck to them.  
Ms. Gianotti has her bag full of 
Battle of the Books titles to read 
over the summer so she'll be 
ready in the fall to once again 
coach the Dryden Eagles' 6th 
grade Battle team.  

NO SCHOOL ON MONDAY
MAY 31 - Memorial Day!

School Happenings
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MATH COUNTS COMPETITION Page 3Summer Reading 

There is never a reason to whine "I'm bored" as long as your 
willing to put your library card to good use!

6th Grade Battle of the Books for 2010/2011

• Because of Winn Dixie by K. DiCamillo
• Conversations with J.K. Rowling by  L.Fraser
• Dark Hills Divide by P. Carman
• Dragon and Thief by T. Zahn
• Gregor the Overlander by S. Collins
• Homework Machine by D. Gutman
• Lemonade War by J. Davies
• Matilda by R. Dahl
• Max and the Gatekeeper by J. Cochrane
• Monsters of Morley Manor by B. Coville
• Out of Patience by B. Meehl
• Puzzling World of Winston Breen by E. Berlin
• Running out of Time by M. Haddix
• Toughboy and Sister by K. Hill
• Wizard's Map by J. Yolen
•

7th & 8th Grade Battle of the Books for 2010/2011

• Chains by L. Anderson
• Cracker! Best Dog in Vietnam by C. Kadohata
• Far North by W. Hobbs
• Full Tilt by N. Shusterman
• Hidden Talents by D. Lubar
• I'd Tell You I Love You, but Then I'd Have to Kill You by A. Carter
• Juvie Three by G. Korman
• Shipwrecked! True Adventures of a Japanese Boy by R. Blumberg
• Thief by M. Turner
• Three Cups of Tea by G. Mortenson
• True Meaning of Smekday by A. Rex

Summer	
  Reading	
  at	
  the	
  Public	
  Library
Sign	
  up	
  at	
  all	
  three	
  branches:
Downtown,	
  Douglas	
  and	
  Valley

Tuesday,	
  June	
  1,	
  2010

Sign-­‐up	
  for	
  reading	
  games	
  and	
  clubs	
  and	
  special	
  drawings.	
  	
  The	
  first	
  50	
  people	
  to	
  
register	
  are	
  eligible	
  for	
  a	
  free	
  swimming	
  pool	
  pass.
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8th Grade Promotion

The 8th grade promotion will 
be held in the gym on 
Thursday, June 3rd at l1:00 am.  
Promotion usually lasts about 
1 1/2 hours. Please feel free to 
take your student to lunch 
after the program or join 
them here at school. If you 
take your student to lunch or 
they leave after promotion 
and will not return for the 
afternoon, please sign them 
out at the attendance office.

5 Semester F’S 
or More –
Students May Not Participate 
In Promotion Ceremony

As past 8th graders can 
attest, occasionally a student 
with five semester F’s or more 
during their 8th grade year 
might be passed to 9th grade 
for a variety of reasons. Even if 
a student with five semester 
F’s is passed to 9th grade, they 
may not participate in the 8th 
grade promotion ceremony. 
This long-standing
policy that allows us to 
acknowledge students who
have academically earned the 
recognition of a promotion 
ceremony is described in our 
Student Handbook/Planner.

Missing a book or an 
outstanding balance…
you miss the dance!

Floyd Dryden has a serious 
accountability tool for missing or 
damaged books and/or 
outstanding balances on your 
lunch account. If an 8th grade 
student is missing a textbook or 
a library book, and has not paid 
for the book, they cannot attend 
the 8th grade dance. Make sure 
you don’t get caught in this 
position! If you are missing a 
book, search for it now. Don’t 
wait until the last minute. If you 
are unable to locate it, pay the 
replacement cost of the book. If 
the book is found at a later 
time, it can be returned to the 
school for reimbursement as 
long as you have your receipt. 

Photos Needed!

There will be a slide show 
presentation during the 8th 
grade dance and pictures of 
your students are needed!!  
They can be photos from 
throughout the school years; 
of groups of friends; of school 
activities; etc.  Photos must be 
on a CD or zip drive.  We 
need them as soon as 
possible.  Please help us 
ensure that each student is 
included in the slide show.   
Submit photos to Candy in 
the attendance office.   
Students enjoy seeing 
themselves on the big screen.  

8th Grade Dance and 
Party

Believe it or not the 8th grade 
dance/party is just around the 
corner! The dance is scheduled 
for Saturday, May 22nd from 7:30 
to 11:00 pm. It is a time for ALL 
8th grade students to celebrate 
their accomplishments and 
passage to high school. This event 
is for every 8th grade student to 
enjoy. It will be an evening of fun 
with entertainment, food and 
good friends. Some frequently 
asked questions are:
 
Do I have to have a date?
Please don’t! The 8th grade 
dance/party is going to be most 
fun for everyone if you just come
ready to mix and mingle with 
your peers.

Can other students come?
The 8th grade dance/party is 
intended only for 8th grade 
students who are enrolled at 
Floyd Dryden.

What do we wear?  
Regular school attire to dress 
attire, the choice is yours.

What does it cost?
Nothing! There is no cost to 
students, just come and 
celebrate.

 If you would like to help, contact 
Candy at 463-1850 or email her 
at heldc@jsd.k12.ak.us.  Your 
help is needed!

Important Information for 8th Grade Students! or
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FLOYD DRYDEN MIDDLE SCHOOL
DRESS CODE INFORMATION

Floyd Dryden is an educational institution that maintains high academic and decorum standards.
The daily attire of our students should be conducive to an educational environment that reflects
high standards and a focus on education. A dress code is not intended to inhibit a student’s
desire for self-expression; its purpose is to maintain appropriate school decorum and to promote
students’ health, safety, hygiene and emotional well being. Since this has proven to be a
problematic and ongoing issue in the past, we are requesting the sincere and earnest support
from all students, parents and guardians. The initial consequence for violation of the dress code
will be parent contact and a trip home to change clothes.

The following standards of reasonable dress are not meant as an all-inclusive list. Questionable
articles or styles of dress are subject to the judgment of school administration.

1) Choosing to dress in a manner that signifies gang affiliation is prohibited. Known styles
of such dress are not allowed at school. Known styles of gang related dress include:

• Sagging pants; pants must be worn at the waist.
• A single raised pant leg.
• Bandannas.

2) Articles of clothing that advertise, depict the use of, or condone inappropriate language,
drugs, alcohol, tobacco, violence, sexual behavior/innuendo, or suicide are strictly
forbidden.

3) Prohibited are articles of clothing that disparages or humiliates any group, individual,
national origin, gender, race, religion, or disability.

4) No provocative clothing, such as spaghetti strap tops, tank tops, halter tops, low cut
dresses or blouses, are allowed. Ladies’ cleavage must be completely covered.

5) All undergarments must be completely unexposed at all times.

6) All tops must overlap or be tucked in to the pants, shorts or skirt, to avoid any bare
midriff.

7) Sleepwear, loungewear, or pajamas are not allowed in school.

8) Safety pins and other sharp objects on clothing are not permitted.

9) Jewelry that could pose a hazard, such as wallet chains, spiked collars and bracelets,
safety pins, and chokers, should not be worn at school.

10) Hats, bandanas and other forms of headgear are not allowed on heads inside Floyd
Dryden.
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WATT’s Up Science Camp

Middle School Summer Science Camp Series
for students going into 6th and 7th grades

Raft the Mendenhall River; Build your own 
hydropower generator; Hike to historic dames; 
Explore the physics of wind and hydro energy; 

Design and build your own wind turbine.

Camp Dates:  July  12 - 17
11:00 am - 5:00 pm

For more information visit: 
http;//www.jedc.org/summer-watt.php

Sun to Sea Science Camp

Field research with NOAA and Navy scientists.
Question. Learn. Laugh. Get dirty.

What do Marine mammals say to each other 
under the sea?  PSP testing .  Build your own 

underwater robot.  Are the clams in Juneau safe 
to eat?  What’s different about the air at the 

docks and the air at the tram?

Camp Dates: July 12 - 23
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

For more information contact:

mhakala@jedc.org or 523-2336

Flight Quest

Middle School Summer Science Camp series
for students going into 8th and 9th grades

Make world class paper airplanes; Explore how 
wings can lift thousand of pounds into the air; 
Design and build water rockets and launchers; 

Launch solid motor model rockets and launchers; 
Special Thursday night sleepover.

Camp Dates: June 28 - July 2
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

For more information visit:
  http://www.jedc.org/summer-watt.php

Junior Police Academy

For Juneau youth entering 6th and 7th grades

The Junior Police Academy is a summer program designed for 6th 
and 7th grade youth to develop a deeper understanding and 

appreciation of law enforcement.

Cadets will be guided through a variety of hands-ons experiences 
ranging from crime scene investigation to the safe handling of 

firearms.

Session 1: June 14 - 17 
Session 2: July 19 - 22

Session 3: August 16 - 19

Space is limited and will be awarded on a 
first-come / first serve basis.

For more information contact:
Officer Van Sickle at 586-0600

LEOGO Robotics
NXT Programming Workshops

Open to ages 9 - 14 - Space is limited

Workshop 1: Beginning Programming
July 5 - July 6

 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Workshop 2: Advanced Programming
July 7 - July 8

 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

For more information visit:
www.jedc.org or rparks@jedc.org 

Early College High School Path to 
Excellence Academy 

A 12 day summer program for Alaska Native and Native 
American students who are interested in blending academic 

learning with traditional cultural knowledge.  Students must be 
Alaska Native or Native American youth entering grades 9 - 12.

Camp Dates: June 7 - 18

For more information contact:
http;//www.goldbelt.com/goldbelt-heritage-foundation

or jasmine.jackson@goldbelt.com
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JUNEAU SCHOOL DISTRICT 
SCHOOL BOARD ADOPTED

January 12, 2010

August February

2010 - 2011 
School Calendar 

August 
12  New Student Registration  K-8 / New to District !

High School New Registration will be announced separately !
19   Teacher Workday  (No Student Attendance) !
20   Teacher Inservice  (No Student Attendance) !
23   Staff Orientation  (No Student Attendance)!

24    First Day of School, 1-12!
30   First Day of School,  Kindergarten,  Pre-K!

September 
6  Labor Day (Holiday) !

13  &  27  Early Release Monday • Teacher Collaboration Time!
30    Parent Conferences:  Middle & High School  (No Student Attendance)!

October 
 1   Parent Conferences:  Middle & High School  (No Student Attendance)!

5 - 7    H.S. Qualifying Exams !
11 &  25    Early Release Monday • Teacher Collaboration Time!

18    Teacher Inservice  (No Student Attendance)!
29   End of First Quarter • Middle / High School!

November!
8 & 22   Early Release Monday • Teacher Collaboration Time!

10    End of First Trimester • Elementary!
11   Veterans' Day (Holiday)  (No Student Attendance)!

12   Teacher Workday   (No Student Attendance)!
15  &  16   Parent Conferences: Elementary   (No Student Attendance) !

25, 26  Thanksgiving (Holiday)   (No Student Attendance)!

 December  
13    Early Release Monday • Teacher Collaboration Time  !

Dec. 20 - Jan. 1    Winter Break   (No Student Attendance) 

January 
1   New Year’s Day (Holiday) !

3    RETURN TO SCHOOL!
10  &  24    Early Release Monday • Teacher Collaboration Time  !

14    End of First Semester/Second Quarter • Middle / High School!
17  Martin Luther King Day (Holiday)   (No Student Attendance)!

17   Teacher Inservice   (No Student Attendance)!

February 
1 - 3    State TerraNova Test for Grades 5 & 7!

14  &  28    Early Release Monday • Teacher Collaboration Time  !
16   Elizabeth Peratrovich Day!

18   End of Second Trimester • Elementary!
21  President's Day   (No Student Attendance)!

21  &  22    Parent Conferences: All Schools  (No Student Attendance) !

 March 
14  &  28    Early Release Monday • Teacher Collaboration Time  !

18    End of Third Quarter • Middle / High School !
21 - 25    Spring Break   (No Student Attendance)!

 28    RETURN TO SCHOOL 

April 
5, 6, 7    H.S. Qualifying Exams !

5, 6, 7   Standards Based Assessment • Reading, Writing, Math for Grade 9, 10!
6     Standards Based Assessment • Science for Grades 4 & 8 !
8   Standards Based Assessment • Science for Grades 9 & 10!

11    Early Release Monday • Teacher Collaboration Time  !
12, 13, 14   Standards Based Assessment • Reading, Writing, Math for Grades 3 - 8!

25     All Staff Inservice  (No Student Attendance)!

May 
9   Early Release Monday • Teacher Collaboration Time  !

26   Last Day of School  !
27   Teacher Workday !

30  Memorial Day (Holiday) !
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